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Solution Tree. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 176 pages. Dimensions: 11.0in. x 8.5in. x
0.7in.Today, standards what students must know and be able to do are the starting point for all curriculum and
instruction. In Balanced Assessment, Kay Burke shows teachers how to begin with the end in mind to start with
the expectations for student achievement and then work backward from them to help all students succeed. She
explains a process of analyzing the standards, deciding precisely what knowledge and skills will have to be
taught and assessed, and then planning instruction to prepare students to demonstrate that they have met or
exceeded the standards. Balanced assessment means integrating both formative and summative assessments
seamlessly into instruction. This book makes clear that the distinction between the two types of assessment is
not as rigid as many people believe. In fact, Dr. Burke explains that the very same assessment can be both
formative and summative, depending on when it is administered and the purpose for which it is used.
Formative assessments are administered frequently during a learning segment to provide feedback to both
teachers and students about concepts and skills that students are having diCiculty understanding or mastering.
This feedback helps teachers modify and diCerentiate their instruction to help all students meet the standard.
Summative assessments are administered at the end of a learning segment and are the final opportunity for
students to demonstrate proficiency. Not all summative assessments are, as is oDen assumed, high-stakes state
tests. Most are teacher created. Because each grade level or content area can have hundreds of standards, the
best approach is for teachers to work together in teams to plan instruction and develop common assessments.
The author describes the process teacher teams use to analyze the standards, develop engaging performance
tasks that address the...
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