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face-to-face meetings or conference calls with HICPAC members who wrote the guideline. The approved
document is published in the Federal Register for a 45-to 60-day public comment period, after which comments
are reviewed by HICPAC members. CDC publishes the final guideline in its Morbidity and Mortality Weekly
Report, on its Web site, or through a professional journal. Hospital compliance with CMSs or the accrediting
organizations CMSs and the Accrediting standards, including those related to infection control, is assessed on a
Organizations Standards regular basis. Unannounced on-site surveys, conducted by surveyors from for
Hospitals CMS or the accrediting organizations, are a major component in the process by which hospitals
compliance with health and safety standards is assessed. Standards interpretations are given by CMS primarily
in its State 21 Operations Manual, which is arranged by COP; by the Joint Commission in its Comprehensive
Accreditation Manual for Hospitals: The Official Handbook, which identifies rationales and performance
expectations that are used to measure each standard and is organized into 11 chapters of safety and quality
standards such as Medication Management and Leadership; and by AOAs standards manual, Accreditation
Requirements for Healthcare Facilities, which provides explanations for surveyors and the scoring procedures
along with its standards and is organized into 32 chapters. Based on the information documented during the
survey, surveyors from each organization assess a hospitals 22 compliance with the standards. Hospitals are
required to correct instances of noncompliance found during the survey. CMSs policy is to survey hospitals
every 3 years; however, this policy is contingent on CMSs budget. In fiscal year 2007, CMS set a goal to survey
hospitals on average...
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