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illustrated. 1918 Excerpt: . . . comprehension. To the right of this data was left a blank space for the
investigators interpretation. On the first line of this grade sheet the median scores for that grade in rate and
comprehension were placed. The scores of the individual pupils listed were to be compared with these medians,
and the pupils condition and ability as a reader interpreted from such comparison. In the effort to make this
interpretation it was found necessary to examine the papers themselves. This seemed advisable because the-
prescribed method of answering in some cases gave a pupil no credit for his answer, although the internal
evidence showed that he comprehended the matter thoroughly. Some of the exercises, for instance, are to be
handled by underscoring a certain word, while all other methods of indicating the answer are to be marked
incorrect. The pupil who draws a circle around a word instead of underscoring it is, of course, not as careful in
following directions as he might be, but he shows no lack of ability in comprehending the meaning of the
passage. To be marked down for his failure in. following a minute direction is contrary to the pupils school
experience, for usually he is commended when he arrives at the heart of the matter, even if he does not express
it according to the prescribed formula. Experience in this effort to estimate the individual pupils ability showed
that, where the tests are used for purposes of analysis rather than as...
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