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government -- 1989-. Excerpt: . .. 11 Thus far in this conflict,
thankfully, confirmed reports of civilian casualties have been
limited. The Government has implemented, in cooperation with
the ICRC, OSCE, and NGOs, a series of unilateral cease-fires,
including most recently on June 11, seeking to minimize
collateral damage and avoid civilian casualties. We applaud
the Governments latest cease-fire as an important show of
restraint in the face of provocations by the extremists, coming
on the heels of the NLA occupation of Aracinovo. We will
continue to impress upon Macedonias political and military
lead-ership the need for caution. The ongoing military standoff
makes all the more urgent the need for progress on the
political front. The formation of the National Unity
Government on April 13, encompassing all of the major
parliamentary parties, including both major ethnic Albanian
narties. was an imnortant sten. This move has the strone
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