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Oberlin: Inaugural Address of President J. H. Fairchild, Delivered at the Commencement of Oberlin College,
August 22, 1866 The trust which you commit to me, Fathers and Brethren, is one of gravest importance, and if I
were obliged to feel that it must fall on me alone or chiefly, I could not accept the responsibility. The Fathers
under whose fostering care the work has been carried on these thirty years and more, are still spared to us. The
habit of looking up to them for counsel and encouragement, indulged through many years of connection with
the College as pupil and teacher, must cling to me still; and while they live and labor here it will be a relief to
know that the burden rests first on them. Under such genial shade it has been my privilege and joy thus far to
live and work. God grant me the privilege for many years to come. In the others associated with me in the
common work I find abundant ground of confidence. The harmony absolutely unbroken in the past will
continue in the future. Each will take his part of the burden, and make that easy for all which it would be
impossible for one to bear alone. This mutual confidence and cooperation has been hitherto a pillar of
strength. We have every promise of its continuance. Those added to our number by recent appointment are
men of the same spirit. They have been tried here and elsewhere, and have not been found wanting. The
principle and habit of good order, and of earnest life among our students, furnish another source...
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