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Counting House, Bus The study and practice of Book-keeping are now recognized not only as a Science but
equally so as an Art, and, while the science remains permanent, the art is almost as variable as the different
methods of conducting business. They are intimately connected with the principles upon which most men have
to depend for success in the business of life, and appeal strongly to the judgment of all as essentially necessary
in the education of the people. No sensible man now disputes their paramount importance. The time has long
since gone by when a haphazard system of recording business transactions will answer the requirements of
men engaged in trade and commerce. The magnitude and variety of these engagements are such that no
dependence upon mere memoranda, or an unsystematic method of keeping accounts, will enable an individual
to calculate with accuracy his gains and losses, and so order his affairs that he may know at any time how he
stands with his debtors and creditors. There must be a system, and that system must be reduced to an exact
science, as invariable in its results as the problems of Euclid. Is such a thing possible in the theory and practice
of Book-keeping? It is possible, and its possibility is not only thoroughly established in the commercial world,
but it is made imperative in the qualification of those who expect to compete in the great struggle of...
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