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means one episode and one only, an episode to which no southerner can yet refer without heightened color, no
northerner without discomfort. But we do not recall such a memory to promote pessimism - only to remind
ourselves that it was reconstruction of the South by the North that failed and that proved more destructive than
the war itself. The reconstruction that succeeded was undertaken by the South and was carried through in spite
of all handicaps. And the reminder may help us to estimate the permanent and the passing, the fundamental
and the external in the Europe of 1919. For it may be that some of us watch too exclusively the labors of the
Congress at Paris and ignore the pathetic and powerful struggles of the people of Europe for security, freedom
and self-realization. The problem of reconstruction may be approached from two angles. One phase of it is
necessarily somewhat formal and external. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work.
Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original
format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original,
such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such
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