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illustrated. 1832 edition. Excerpt: . . . j for there is no object upon which more varied or more extended
knowledge may be advantageously bestowed. A citizen of London may be naturally proud of the commercial
fleets which daily arrive and depart, the latter exporting the produce of national industry, the former importing
foreign productions or treasures, fulfilling the prediction of Pope in his early poem, Windsor Forest. He says--
The time shall come when, free as waves and wind, Unbounded Thames shall flow for all mankind, Whole
nations enter on each swelling tide, And seas but join the regions they divide. Earths distant ends our glory shall
behold, And the new world launch forth to seek the old. He cannot, indeed, contemplate this immense scene of
action without confessing that his native city owes its wealth and greatness to commerce and the sovereignty of
the seas. The following table shows the number and tonnage of British and foreign vessels that entered and
cleared from the port of London between the 31st December, 1863, and 31st December, 1864: --Total of Steam
and Sailing Vessels entered Inwards. . . , , , , , , Outwards. This is little more than one-tenth of the total number of
vessels entered inwards and cleared outwards from all the ports of the United Kingdom. Satisfactory as this
may be, we must not forget the reverse side of the picture--shipwreck and consequent loss of life. The Times, in
September last, in reference to this subject, says-- Gratifying...
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