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Service! Summary: "Sharp and engaging . . . Talbot pre comes across as a sort of Zelig-with-personality, a life-
embracing man whose career spans, and illuminates, the first 60 years of the 20th century." The New York
Times Book Review "A well-researched and clear-eyed history of the early American entertainment industry
told through the perspective of a Zelig-like figure who worked with everyone from Shirley Temple to Mae West
to Ed Wood. Talbot fille draws from historical sources as well as her own recollection, and the result is less a
walk down memory lane than a gateway to a bygone era." Entertainment Weekly "Margaret Talbot's wry,
wonderful new book . . . That Talbot is a writer gifted enough to evoke not just images but their attendant
music through her words will come as no surprise to anyone who's read her in The New Yorker or elsewhere.
One of the things The Entertainer makes abundantly clear, though, is that she comes by her aesthetic sense
naturally. ... Talbot has woven a tale as romantic and vivid as any film could hope to be, while still seeing every
bit of it plain. She is as clear-eyed about her father as she is about historyno easy feat. . . . [Lyle] never had even
a starring role as dazzling as the one his youngest child, with history as her guide, has now written for him."
Slate "In The Entertainer: Movies, Magic and My Father"s Twentieth Century , New Yorker staff writer Margaret
Talbot succeeds at what Hollywood failed to do for her father: She makes him a star. . . . Talbot employs
novelistic style in bringing this period to life . .. [and] vividly...
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