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1886 Whoever stands, on a clear summer day, on the verandah at Cushing s Island and looks across the harbor,
will find his eye resting upon a scene which for loveliness and varied beauty has no superior, and perhaps no
parallel anywhere on the broad earth. The long slope of grassy verdure varied by the darker foliage of the trees
spreads wide to the water s edge. Then begins the bright sparkle of the summer sea, that many twinkling smile
of ocean, that countless laughter of the waves which has lighted up the heart of man centuries since Eschylus
died, and centuries before he lived. Across the sunlit waters, dotted with the white sails or seamed with the
bubbling foam of the steamer s track, past the wharves, bristling with masts and noisy with commerce, the
gaze falls upon the houses sloping gently upward in the centre and becoming more and more embowered in
trees as they climb the hills at either end. Following the tall spires the eye loses itself in the bright blue sky above.
On the right are the roadsteads and the islands stretching out of sight. On the left are Fore River, the forests, the
Cape and the boundless ocean, and altogether a scene which mingles all that is best and bright of sea and
shore. If you shut your eyes and let the lofty spires disappear, the happy homes glisten out of sight, and the
wharves give place to a curving line of shelving, pebbly beach; if you imagine the bright water unvexed by
traffic, the tall peninsula covered with forests and bushy...
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