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designed principally as guides in the construction of simple
sentences; from them, the scholar can learn the colloquial idiom
of this dialect, and by comparison with the preceding lessons in
reading, also mark the principal features of difference between
the two. He should learn the sentences so thoroughly as to speak
them with perfect freedom, for it will require no small degree of
careful attention to avoid speaking in an English idiom; which is,
to a Chinese ear as barbarous and uncouth as the English
spoken at Canton by the Chinese according to their idiom is to a
newly arrived Englishman. Although the spoken language is
more diffuse than the written, its idioms have the same general
characteristics, which are both so unlike western languages as
to prove one of the greatest difficulties in acquiring the Chinese
tongue. In learning to converse, it will be...
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